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RONGELAP ATOLL LOCAL GOVEFNNIENT

OFFICEOFTHEMAYOR
P.O. Box1766, MAJuRO, MH 96960

F%.:692-62S-8271/S104:FAX.692-625-S4W4667
,-

20 Aprii 1998

Dr. Paul Seligman
Oflke of InternadonaJ Health Rogratna
U.S. Department of Energy
19901 Germantown Road
@TISIZUltOWD. Maryland 20874-1290

Dear Dr. Seligman:

In axxmdance with a request I%oxrsDOE and the RMl Foreign Minist) y, last January I Dominated a
qualified member of the professional staff of the Rongelap Atoll Local Gover.lr,lent to be my design= and
participate on behalf of the local governm~nt in rhe NTI-l selection proooss.

I never reccivcd any response to that nomination, but learned seoond 1-nnd only a few days ago that
the selection process will begin on April 23 without any pdcipation by I! ~ local govcmment, k the
constitutional organ of self-determination for the ~ple of Rongciap and the ~iit Ity with the greasest day-to-
day responsibility for the well-being of the community, the local govern [n~:nt would ~m to be an
indispensable party to an informed and successful selection process that c,in enjoy k support of she
community,

Obwously, RALGOV defers to tbo RMI national government in dc:xnining its participation as
well as that of local governments, but I understand that DOE has determi :)cd that there will bc local
government participation in some cases but not others. While this is hard to u[:dwstand, 1 am committed to
supporting the process and contributing to its success. T’before, at RALGOV’s expense, I am sending Mr.
Gordon Benjamin to attend the sc.lcction panel public meetings and make h! nself available to confer as
approprlase with U.S. and RMI officials who are involved in the process, as w I m report to RALGOV on
the proceedings.

I am requesting that Mr, Benjamin be acoomtmx!ated in every p{). s:blc way so thaI dsc local
government can have a sense of confidence in the selection process and its t suits. Thank you for your
consideration. To contact me, my direct phone line is 692-625-5421,

Sincerely,

cc: .Mr. Al Stayman


